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In this paper species are defined as follows: species are groups of similar individuals 
differing distinctly from other such groups. In this definition “similar” must be that originating 
from homology. Some species definitions formerly presented, like Mayr’s (1942), 
Dobzhansky’s (1951) and Paterson’s (1985), are insufficient, because these define only 
biparental species. Needless to say, species can also be recognized in uniparental organisms. 
Species has no integrated, autonomous structure. Species are neither natural units nor 
evolutionary units (Tanaka 1996). Species taxa are not individuals, but classes. Other taxa 
are also classes. Individual organisms are not parts of a species, but members of it, sharing 
the defining properties of the species. Species is a conceptual framework set by man for a 
cluster of individuals that satisfies the species definition presented above. 

(Continued from Acta Phytotax. Geobot. 47(2): 239-252, 1996) 
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